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Abstract. The management of Islamic Religious Education (IRE) faces significant challenges in fostering inclusivity and harmony in
multicultural societies. This study examines the relevance of IRE learning models to multicultural values at MAN Insan Cendekia
Pekalongan, focusing on the management of methods, challenges, and strategies for integrating multicultural principles into Islamic
education. Employing a qualitative case study design, data were collected through semi-structured interviews with teachers, administrators,
and students, classroom observations, and document analysis of institutional policies and curricula. Thematic analysis identified patterns and
themes related to curriculum design, diversity, and instructional management. Findings reveal substantial efforts to promote multicultural
values through intercultural communication and inclusive teaching methods. However, challenges persist, including the diverse backgrounds
of students, limited teacher specialization, and the influence of regional cultural elements that may marginalize minority groups. These
findings underscore the need for enhanced teacher training programs, comprehensive curriculum development, and institutional policies that
prioritize cultural equity. This study provides a framework for aligning religious education management with diversity principles and offers
novel insights into the interplay between multiculturalism and Islamic education. It serves as a valuable resource for educators and
policymakers in Islamic schools seeking to foster inclusivity, tolerance, and cross-cultural communication in diverse societal contexts.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Indonesia, the world's biggest archipelagic nation, is home to more than 17,000 islands, hundreds of ethnic
groups, and a wide range of languages and religions. Because of its diversity, Indonesia is one of the most
cosmopolitan countries and preserving national unity depends on harmony and intercultural tolerance. In this
regard, education is essential for promoting awareness and respect for this kind of diversity. Implementing
multicultural education in the national education system is vitally relevant since it fosters an appreciation,
respect, and recognition of differences '***.

The goal of multicultural education is to equip students to coexist peacefully in a variety of societies. It is a
kind of education that values diversity and uses it as a learning opportunity to enhance learning opportunities. A
multicultural approach becomes crucial in religious education, especially Islamic religious education (IRE), which
is the most common in Indonesia. This seeks to guarantee that religious education fosters tolerance and
understanding for religious and cultural diversity in addition to teaching religious ideals ***.

However, several obstacles must be overcome to successfully integrate multicultural-based Islamic religious
education. These include teaching strategies that do not prioritize intercultural communication, curricula that
continue to be focused on a single, monolithic perspective of religion, and a lack of resources to help students
comprehend and value religious and cultural diversity °'*'''?. These circumstances make it difficult to foster an
inclusive classroom culture and inspire children to grow in empathy and tolerance for diversity.
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A learning model that tackles these issues is required, considering the significance of Islamic religious education
that is pertinent to the setting of a multicultural society. This methodology needs to combine religious values
with multiculturalism's tenets, stressing not just the theological tenets of religion but also helping pupils
comprehend and value a variety '***'*'.

One of Indonesia's top Islamic educational institutions, MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan, provides a
distinctive viewpoint on putting into practice a learning strategy that might satisfy these demands. MAN Insan
Cendekia Pekalongan is renowned for its creative and inclusive teaching methodology, which blends character
development with academic brilliance in a multicultural setting. To investigate how Islamic religious education
models might be created and applied to enhance learning in multicultural communities, this institution makes an
interesting case study '"*'%%°.

The goal of this study is to thoroughly investigate the learning models used by MAN Insan Cendekia
Pekalongan, including the curriculum, instructional strategies, and cross-cultural interactions in the classroom.
This study aims to thoroughly explain how Islamic religious education can align with multicultural ideals by
concentrating on MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan. The study will determine the essential components of
educational models that facilitate the blending of diversity and religious beliefs and assess how well they work to
foster tolerance and cross-cultural understanding in students. It will also look at the difficulties encountered
during implementation and how they are resolved *'.

The learning methods used in Islamic Religious Education (IRE) are examined in this review, with an
emphasis on how they are applied in multicultural contexts. It explores how to integrate science, technology, and
religious values within a multicultural framework using MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan as a case study,
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highlighting tactics, difficulties, and results **.

Table 1: Literature review.

Key Focus Areas Findings Sources

Integrated Education The Integrated Tree Curriculum (ITC) is used by MAN Insan Cendekia to integrate science, 28

Models technology, and Islamic subjects. Religious and scientific education are aligned with academic and
character excellence through the Separated Integration System (SIS) concept.

Curriculum With some issues with consistency and timely evaluations, the 2013 curriculum takes a scientific 24

Implementation approach to design, execution, and assessments.

Cultural and Programs like boarding school initiatives, which encourage ethical and scientific literacy, reconcile 25

Religious Integration  Islamic ideals with technology.

Addressing Diversity ~ Multicultural education fosters harmony by integrating Islamic values into diverse cultural contexts, 26
using a values-based approach to education.

Student-Centered Techniques like interdisciplinary dialogue, reflective learning, and integrating scientific and religious 27

Learning topics cater to multicultural needs.

Character Building Programs such as Qur’anic memorization (tahfidz) utilize motivational frameworks and Islamic 28
literacy to unite students from various backgrounds.

Challenges in  Non-standardized assessment methods hinder consistent evaluations, indicating the need for uniform %

Assessments benchmarks.
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2. RESEARCH METHOD

This study's research technique was thoughtfully created to investigate how Islamic Religious Education
(IRE) incorporates intercultural ideas. The table below provides a concise and organized summary of the
methodology's main components®. The research design, data collection strategies, analysis approaches, and
ethical issues that shaped the study are highlighted in this table. Here is the research methodology presented as a
concise table:

Table 2: Qualitative Field Research Methods.

Aspect Details

Research Design A qualitative approach to explore Islamic Religious Education (IRE) in multicultural societies. Case study of MAN
Insan Cendekia Pekalongan.

Case Study Focus Examination of educational methods, curriculum, and classroom dynamics to adapt IRE to multicultural contexts.

Data Collection - Interviews: Semi-structured with teachers, administrators, and students.
- Observations: Participant and non-participant; focused on teaching strategies, student interactions, and
engagement.
- Document Analysis: Curriculum, lesson plans, teaching materials, and policies.

Data Analysis Thematic analysis: coding data into themes (e.g., teaching strategies, challenges). Triangulation for validity
through cross-source verification.

Sampling Purposive sampling of teachers, students, and administrators with direct experience in IRE and multicultural
education.

Ethical Informed consent, confidentiality, anonymity, and adherence to ethical guidelines for participant rights and

Considerations dignity.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Islamic Religious Education (PAI) Learning Model at MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan

Aqidah Akhlaq (Islamic Ethics), Figih (Islamic Jurisprudence), Bahasa Arab (Arabic Language), Hadis Al-
Qur'an (Hadith and Quran Studies), and Sejarah Kebudayaan Islam (Islamic Cultural History) are the five main
subjects covered in the PAI curriculum structure at MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan. Activities including
religious conversations, memorizing the Quran, collective prayers, and studying classic books like Ta'lim
Muta'allim are added to this program. This method creates a more relevant and comprehensive educational
process by combining cognitive learning with real-world experiences. Using tales of historical personalities like
Walisongo, teachers can use storytelling techniques to teach Islamic ideals that speak to students' local cultural
context. This approach fosters an appreciation for their cultural history while assisting pupils in internalizing
religious concepts *' #2799,

According to the students' perspective, learning PAI enhances their comprehension of Islam. Some students
emphasized how reading classical literature opened their eyes to a depth of information that they had not
experienced in their prior education. Nonetheless, other pupils pointed out variations in the caliber of instruction,
which they ascribed to some professors' lack of specialization. This demonstrates how expectations and actual
educational delivery might differ in certain situations .

When it comes to incorporating multicultural values, educators reinforce the idea of Islam Wasatiyyah (the
middle way) by promoting moderation and tolerance through historical examples like Walisongo. Students'
comprehension of Islamic principles is reinforced by this integration, which also helps them to value cultural
diversity and harmony *.
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3.2. Relevance of the PAI Learning Model to Multicultural Life

Tolerance is emphasized as a fundamental trait to sustain life in a multicultural society in the PAI learning
paradigm at MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan. Pedagogical techniques like student debates and involvement in
cross-cultural activities help to operationalize this. These techniques establish an educational setting that fosters
respect for one another and an awareness of diversity *7***.

Students understand that this method aids in navigating cultural differences, especially by promoting
tolerance for regional customs and behaviors. FFor example, students can interact with and learn from peers from
many backgrounds through experiential learning activities like group projects and cultural festivals. Additionally,
school officials observe that cultural exchanges and traditional art performances help kids feel more united ***'.

But problems still exist. Certain cultural aspects, such as the emphasis on Javanese culture in dorm life, are
difficult for some students to adjust to. Although the curriculum encourages multiculturalism, there are still
practical barriers to fully embracing all cultural viewpoints **.

To further enhance the school's multicultural environment, it is essential to adopt a comprehensive strategy
that is crucial to creating a learning environment at MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan that is genuinely inclusive
and multicultural. This involves recognizing the achievements of many ethnic and religious groups and
broadening the curriculum to represent a wider spectrum of cultural viewpoints. Regularly planning interfaith
discussions and cultural exchange programs can help students develop empathy and understanding for one
another. Giving staff members and teachers cultural sensitivity training guarantees that they can design inclusive
and adaptable learning environments. Supporting student-led projects, including cultural groups, offers a venue
for promoting community involvement and recognizing diversity *****.

Additionally, regularly evaluating the effectiveness of these multicultural initiatives and making necessary
adaptations will ensure continuous improvement. By implementing these strategies, the institution can solidify its
commitment to embracing diversity and nurturing an inclusive educational experience *°
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3.3. Challenges and Opportunities in Implementing the Learning Model

Diverse Student
Backgrounds

Limited
Cultural Teacher

Dominance Specialization

Figure 1: Challenges of Implementation of the Learning Model.

3.4. Diverse Student Backgrounds

Students from different regions with varying religious and cultural beliefs attend MAN Insan Cendekia
Pekalongan. Creating an inclusive teaching strategy that appeals to every student presents difficulties for
educators and administrators. The challenge of catering to a student body with diverse religious, cultural, and
regional backgrounds. Educators and administrators face the difficulty of creating a teaching strategy that is
inclusive and engaging for all students, regardless of their differences *’.

3.5. Limited Teacher Specialization

Some students voiced concerns about how some teachers' lack of specialized knowledge affects the caliber of
Islamic studies instruction. Maintaining teacher proficiency in all subject areas is still crucial. The concern is that
some teachers may not have the specialized knowledge equired to effectively teach certain subjects, particularly
Islamic studies. It emphasizes the importance of maintaining high standards of teacher proficiency across all

subject areas **.*

3.6. Cultural Dominance

Students from other cultural origins may become alienated by the prevalence of local cultural features,
especially Javanese culture. This difficulty emphasizes the necessity of a more equitable strategy for multicultural
representation. The potential issue of cultural dominance, where the prevalence of local cultural features, like
Javanese culture, may alienate students from other cultural backgrounds. This highlights the need for a more
equitable approach that recognizes and values diverse cultural perspectives *.
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Figure 2: Challenges of Implementation of the Learning Model.

3.7. Strengthening Character Education

In addition to encouraging academic success, the learning paradigm fosters the growth of a solid moral code
based on Islamic principles. Students gain both intellectual and ethical foundations from this dual approach .

Character education's incorporation into the educational paradigm is essential to students' overall
development, especially in Islamic educational settings. This two-pronged strategy stresses developing a strong
moral foundation based on Islamic values in addition to aiming for scholastic success. According to the Josephson
Institute of Ethics, character education entails educating children about the fundamental moral principles that
support moral behavior, including citizenship, respect, accountability, justice, and compassion ******,

These principles are closely linked to the Quran's teachings and the Sunnah (the Prophet Muhammad's
customs) in Islamic education. For example, the Quran highlights the value of justice (An-Nisa 4:135), honesty
(Al-Baqarah 2:42), and compassion (Al-Anfal 8:61), all of which are fundamental elements of a strong moral code.
Students can participate in reflective activities that support their internalization of these values through the
learning paradigm that integrates character education. Discussions, role-playing, and community service
Initiatives that are in line with Islamic principles are some of the pedagogical techniques used to accomplish this

51 Anat Maisu and Abdulrohim E-sor, “Self-Understanding Intelligence to Improve Student Achievement in Islamic Boarding Schools in Thailand,”
Solo Universal Journal of Islamic Education and Multiculturalism 2, no. 3 (2024): 233-48; Muhammad Abuzar, Saif Uddin, and Ahmed Khondoker,
“Exploring the Dynamics of Student Motivation and Behavior: A Qualitative Analysis of Influencing Factors and Effective Interventions,” Solo Universal
Journal of Islamic Education and Multiculturalism 2, no. 3 (2024): 195-206; Muthoifin Ari Kurniawati, “Effective Qur > an Learning Strategies to Strengthen
Children * s Memorization with Zahrawain Method,” Solo Universal Journal of Islamic Education and Multiculturalism 2, no. 1 (2024): 37-48; Muhammad
Abuzar et al., “Strategy and Implementation of Islamic Personality Development through the Internalization of Religious Values at Madrasah Aliyah Dakka ,
Bangladesh,” Solo Universal Journal of Islamic Education and Multiculturalism 2, no. 2 (2024): 167-80; Abdul Fatah Bintoro, Imron Rosyadi, and
Abdualhmeed Algahoom, “Muri-Q Method for Learning to Read , Memorize and Tahsin Al-Qur * an : A New Perspective,” Solo Universal Journal of Islamic
Education and Multiculturalism 1, no. 3 (2023): 172-81.

52 Ishmah; Nuha Waston; Mahmudulhassan; Nirwana, Andri;, Muthoifin; Afiyah, “Student-Centered Learning to Prevent Radicalization at Islamic
Junior Schools in Surakarta Indonesia,” Solo Universal Journal of Islamic Education and Multiculturalism 2, no. 3 (2024): 249-62.

58 Sa’Dullah Assa’idi, “Religious Education Curriculum in Indonesian Islamic University in the Digital Age: Incepting Thematic Alquran of Fadlur
Rahman,” Journal of Social Studies Education Research 12, no. 3 (2021): 294-311.

5 S Saeed et al., “Understanding the Moderators of Parental Involvement in the Early Schooling of Children in Neoliberal and Multicultural Societies,”
International Journal of Educational Research Open 7 (2024), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedro.2024.100333.
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For instance, students can take part in social justice-promoting activities like aiding the underprivileged,
which not only strengthens their academic knowledge but also fosters empathy and accountability. Furthermore,
studies show that character education can result in better academic achievement, supporting the twin strategy of
developing ethical and intellectual underpinnings. Students who participated in character education programs
showed better academic progress and fewer behavioral issues, according to a study published in the Journal of
Educational Psychology ***.

This implies that students are better able to handle the difficulties of academic life and beyond when they
possess a strong moral compass. In conclusion, enhancing character education within the context of Islamic
education fosters moral people who are ready to make constructive contributions to society in addition to
encouraging academic achievement. This all-encompassing method guarantees that students graduate as well-
rounded people who exhibit both moral integrity and academic proficiency *.

3.8. Cooperation Between Parents

By encouraging actions like memorizing the Quran and praying, parents can help to strengthen religious
values in the home. The entire educational process is enhanced by this collaboration between the home and the
school. Strengthening religious values in the home requires collaboration between parents and educational
institutions, especially when it comes to Islamic education. Parents have a significant impact on their children's
moral and spiritual development by supporting behaviors like memorizing the Quran and praying every day.
Since parental involvement has been demonstrated to have a good impact on children's general development, this
involvement not only strengthens religious teachings but also improves academic accomplishment °'®. By
offering materials, hosting workshops, and keeping lines of' communication open with parents regarding their
children's development, schools can facilitate this partnership. In the end, this collaboration creates a unified
atmosphere that supports moral behavior as well as intellectual development, producing well-rounded people who
uphold Islamic values %%,

3.9. Promoting Education for Tolerance

In a heterogeneous culture, the PAI learning paradigm equips students to be moderate and tolerant leaders.
The concept helps to create peace and social cohesion by encouraging empathy and understanding. At MAN
Insan Cendekia Pekalongan, the PAI learning paradigm combines academic rigor with multicultural values and
hands-on religious instruction. Although its teaching strategies and curriculum successtully foster tolerance and
understanding, issues including cultural domination, teacher specialization, and a varied student body point to
areas that still require work %.

However, the model's capacity to serve as a model for comparable institutions aiming to strike a balance
between Islamic education and intercultural inclusivity is highlighted by its strengths in character development
and tolerance ***"**. Several crucial tactics must be used to further reinforce the model. By improving teacher

% A Nailasariy et al., “Implementation of the Design for Change (DFC) Method through Project-Based Learning in Developing Intrapersonal and
Interpersonal ~ Skills of Islamic Religious Education Students,” Jurnal Pendidikan Agama Islam 20, no. 1 (2023): 132-49,
https://doi.org/10.14421/jpai.v20i1.6668.

% Muhammad Abuzar, “Developing Religious Identity : Assessing the Effects of Aliya Madrasahs on Muslim Students in Bangladesh,” Solo Universal
Journal of Islamic Education and Multiculturalism 2, no. 1 (2024): 49-60.

57 [ Ma’rifah, “Institutionalization of Multicultural Values in Religious Education in Inclusive Schools, Indonesia,” Jurnal Pendidikan Agama Islam 20,
no. 2 (2023): 24760, https://doi.org/10.14421/jpai.v20i2.8336.

%8 Darcia Narvaez et al., “Moral Chronicity and Social Information Processing: Tests of a Social Cognitive Approach to the Moral Personality,” Journal
of Research in Personality 40, no. 6 (2006): 96685, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2005.10.003.

% Diego Vasconcellos et al., “Self-Determination Theory Applied to Physical Education: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis,” Journal of
Educational Psychology 112, no. 7 (2020): 1444-69, https://doi.org/10.1037/edu0000420.

8 Rozanatush Shodiqoh, “Digital Ethics: Social Media Ethics in a Contemporary Islamic Perspective,” Solo International Collaboration and
Publication of Social Sciences and Humanities 2, no. 3 (2024): 215-26; Muhammad Abuzar and Andri Nirwana, “Night Work Culture in Professional and
Sharia Perspectives,” Solo International Collaboration and Publication of Social Sciences and Humanities 2, no. 3 (2024): 268-81; Ishmah Afiyah and
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preparation through continuous professional development initiatives, educators will be better prepared to address
the wide range of student needs. Students' worldviews can be expanded by diversifying the curriculum to cover a
greater range of cultural viewpoints and global challenges. A culture of inclusivity is fostered by encouraging
student leadership by giving them the tools to promote tolerance and global understanding. Furthermore,
encouraging interfaith discussion offers students priceless chances to have deep discussions with people of other
religious backgrounds. Regular review and adaption of the PAI learning paradigm will ensure its efficacy and
relevance in addressing the growing requirements of the educational community *.

4. CONCLUSION

This study used MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan as a case study to investigate how Islamic Religious
Education (IRE) is implemented in a multicultural setting. The results demonstrated how important inclusive
teaching methods, culturally sensitive curricula, and institutional support are in helping students develop
intercultural values. The varied cultural backgrounds of pupils, the lack of teacher specialization, and the
predominance of local cultural influences are some of the issues that persist despite the advancements in fostering
tolerance, intercultural communication, and understanding. The study highlights how crucial it is to give
teachers the abilities and information they need to successfully negotiate a variety of classroom dynamics to solve
these issues. Additionally, it promotes curriculum development that ensures inclusivity and equality in education
by reflecting a balanced representation of many cultural views. Furthermore, by oftering tools, instruction, and
frameworks that encourage harmony in diversity, institutional policies must support multicultural activities.
Schools like MAN Insan Cendekia Pekalongan can play a crucial role in raising future generations of Muslims
who are not just rooted in their faith but also prepared to prosper in and contribute to pluralistic cultures by
incorporating multicultural ideas into Islamic education. These initiatives provide a template for other
educational establishments seeking to match religious instruction with intercultural ideals in a world growing
more interconnected by the day. The effectiveness of teacher training programs aimed at improving teachers'
capacity to provide multicultural Islamic Religious Education (IRE) could be the main subject of future studies.
This would entail evaluating the effects of training on teachers' intercultural competency, instructional
techniques, and capacity to meet the various cultural and religious demands of their pupils. These kinds of studies
might offer practical advice on how to raise the standard of intercultural teaching in Islamic schools generally
and teacher preparedness in particular.
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